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MINUTES OF THE LUTTERWORTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 10 NOVEMBER 2015 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES 

COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 
 

 
Present: The Town Mayor, Councillor T Hirons 
  The Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor G Robinson 

Councillors J Ackerley, R Coleman, D Gair, B Howes, D Jones, M Perks, 
B Poulter, S Todd (7.30pm) and B Zilberts 
 

At 6.45pm prior to the Full Council meeting members met with Inspector Gavin Drummond 
and Sergeant Mark Williams to discuss the local policing structure and issues of anti-social 
behaviour at Coventry Road recreation ground. 
 
Inspector Drummond provided members with an overview of the Leicestershire Police 
Teams and their roles, whilst informing that Lutterworth has two dedicated Neighbourhood 
Officers and four Community Support Officers that work out of the Lutterworth Office. It was 
stressed however that this Office is not a ‘front enquiry’ service for the public. 
 
Members queried what the estimated response time was for Grade 1 and 2 incidents that 
are dealt with by the Patrol and Resolution Team. It was advised that twenty minutes was 
the realistic timescale for attending Grade 1 incidents, whilst an hour was advised for Grade 
2 calls. The vulnerability of the caller is taken into consideration by the Contact Management 
Team and the nearest available resource is sent to the location, which previously was not 
always the case. 
 
Inspector Drummond highlighted that the fear of crime tends to be worse in comparison to 
the reality and the recently published ‘Blueprint 2020’ aims to add value to the current local 
policing strategy and does not suggest in any way that neighbourhood policing is to 
disappear within the next five years. 
 
Coventry Road recreation ground was highlighted as being the only identified 
Neighbourhood Priority Area within Lutterworth and whilst some issues recently reported are 
correct, it was confirmed that they are not on the scale suggested. Inspector Drummond 
indicated that he did not think that the recreation ground should be closed off but would 
continue to liaise with Harborough District Council’s Community Safety Officer, Sarah 
Pickering, in order to improve the current situation at the location, whilst working with the 
Town Council. An apology was communicated for the lack of response to the Town Council’s 
recent correspondence sent to Sir Clive Loader.  
 
The Clerk advised that previously monthly meetings had been held with the local Sergeant in 
order to obtain an overview of the statistics for Lutterworth and it was requested that these 
meetings be reintroduced, where possible, as it had proven to be a good method of 
communication.  
 
210 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received and approved from Councillors R Crouch, M Sutton,  
I Staples and P Toye. 

 
211 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillors Ackerley and Robinson declared non-pecuniary interests in Minute 
Number 159 (Planning Applications) below due to their appointments as District 
Councillors on Harborough District Council’s Planning Committee.   
 
No further declarations of interest were received in respect of items on the Agenda. 
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212 DISPENSATIONS FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH THEY HAVE A 

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

None were received. 
 
213 MINUTES, LUTTERWORTH TOWN COUNCIL  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Lutterworth Town Council meeting held on 13 
October 2015 be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
Councillor Howes drew members’ attention to minute 179: Whittle Island and 
requested that Mr Edward Hemsley provide an update under the ‘Comments from the 
Public’ section in relation to the media support offered by Harborough District Council 
to the Trustees in an effort to attract new Trustees and sponsorship for the jet engine.  

 
214 MINUTES, EVENTS WORKING PARTY 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Events Working Party held on 19 October 2015 
be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record, that the minutes be adopted and that 
all recommendations contained therein be approved. 
 

215 MINUTES, LUTTERWORTH TOWN COUNCIL  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Lutterworth Town Council meeting held on 20 
October 2015 be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
Councillor Hirons reported that the public event detailed within the minutes had 
indeed been held on 26 October 2015 at the Wycliffe Rooms and had produced a 
lively debate with the residents that attended. Councillor Howes was thanked for the 
work that he had put in to producing the presentation slides for this event. 
 

216 MINUTES, LUTTERWORTH TOWN COUNCIL PRE BUDGET 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Lutterworth Town Council Pre Budget meeting 
held on 20 October 2015 be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 

217 MINUTES, STAFFING COMMITTEE  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 27 October 
2015 be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record, that the minutes be adopted 
and that all recommendations contained therein be approved. 

 
218 MINUTES, PLANNING AND GRANTS COMMITTEE  
 
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning and Grants Committee meeting held on 

3 November 2015 be signed by the Town Mayor as a true record, that the minutes be 
adopted and that all recommendations contained therein be approved.   

 
219 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Town Mayor reported his attendance at the following events since the last Town 
Council meeting:- 
 

24 October Memorial Gardens Launch of Poppy Appeal 

26 October Wycliffe Rooms Public Consultation re Housing Options 
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31 October Lutterworth Town Clean Up 

31 October De Montfort Hall Royal British Legion Remembrance 
Service 

6 November Lutterworth College Remembrance Service 

8 November St Mary’s Church 
Memorial Gardens 
Lutterworth Club 
Wycliffe Rooms 

Remembrance Service 
Wreath Laying 
Royal British Legion Reception 
Town Council Lunch 

 
220 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

County Councillor Rosita Page, District Councillors Elaine Chapman and Matthew 
Hammond, plus five members of public were in attendance. 
 
A petition was presented by Mr Shaw and Ms Caffrey comprising 282 signatures in 
objection to the positioning of the proposed pelican crossing outside 67 / 69 Leicester 
Road. The covering letter to the petition was read out in full and County Councillor 
Page advised that this would be presented to Leicestershire County Council at the 
next Harborough Highways Forum meeting. It was confirmed that no decision would 
be taken by Leicestershire County Council in relation to the siting of the proposed 
pelican crossing in the interim. 
 
As invited to do so at minute 213, Mr Edward Hemsley, Chair of the Sir Frank Whittle 
Trustees, advised members that he was due to meet with Harborough District 
Council later in the week in order to finalise the communication plan for attracting 
new Trustees and sponsorship to manage the aircraft replica on the Whittle Island. 
The timescale for achieving results was reminded as being 31 December 2015 as the 
current Trustees and their families wished to be released from their current 
obligations. Mr Hemsley went on to advise that a recent questionnaire that had been 
circulated had already attracted more than 400 responses of support and he was 
hopeful that recently submitted funding applications to Harborough District Council 
and the Red Arrows Trust would be successful. It was reported that Mr Alberto Costa 
MP was also keen to be involved and the Clerk requested that Mr Hemsley continue 
to keep the Town Council informed of the situation. 
 
Upon request, members permitted County Councillor Page to provide her report at 
this section of the meeting due to a requirement to attend elsewhere.  
 
County Councillor Page made comment about the Whittle Island, the planning 
application 15/01665/OUT submitted by Mulberry Property Developments Ltd and the 
petition objecting the proposed pelican crossing on Leicester Road. County 
Councillor Page further requested that she be kept informed and involved in relation 
to any joint meetings convened to discuss the IDI Gazeley planning applications.  
 
Ms Michelle Weston confirmed that she was in attendance in connection with the 
‘Positivity Bench’ that was due to be considered as an item later on the agenda. 

 
221 ACCOUNTS PAID AND TO BE PAID 
 

Councillors Ackerley and Howes confirmed that all was in good order. 
 

Accounts paid 24.10.2015  

BACS Wages  5,957.42  

Accounts paid 27.10.2015  

10924 HMRC 1,374.34  
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10925 Holly Guy 8.50  

10926 The Glowhouse Limited 190.79  

10927 J L King Medical Services & Training Ltd 120.00  

10928 Konica Minolta 216.36  

10929 Liam Carver 70.00  

10930 Post Office 54.00  

10931 Espo 100.50  

10932 Ashby Parva Plant Centre 3,834.00  

10933 Cancelled   

10934 Staffline Group Plc 1,073.07  

10935 Harborough District Council 1,053.16  

10936 Lamps & Tubes Illuminations Ltd 7,210.03  

10937 SLCC 27.00  

10938 R Humphreys - TA Pro Clean  150.00  

10939 John Turner 25.20  

10940 C & M Electrical 360.47  

10941 Leicestershire County Council 1,554.92  

Accounts to be paid 10.11.15  

10942 LRALC 199.00  

10943 The Lutterworth & District Journal 474.60  

10944 Ulyett Landscapes Ltd 2,286.36  

10945 Theresa Stokes-Watson 49.30  

10946 ICP Cleaning Services Ltd 574.64  

10947 Sharnford Horticultural Ltd 127.22  

10948 Staffline Group Plc 421.80 

10949 Tony Hirons 163.00 

10950 PHS             791.08  

10951 JW Plant & Co Ltd               27.96  

10952 Staffline Group Plc 324.79 

10953 RBS Rialtas Business Solutions 414.00  

10954 A Hirons 24.05  

10943 The Lutterworth & District Journal 474.60  

 
222 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE / BANK RECONCILIATION 
 

Members noted that the bank reconciliation and the income and expenditure report 
for the end of October 2015 would be reported at the December Town Council 
meeting. 
 
County Councillor Page left the meeting. 

 
223 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Members RESOLVED to STRONGLY OBJECT to the following application on the 
grounds that every effort should be made to safeguard and maintain the area of 
separation between Lutterworth / Magna Park and Lutterworth / Bitteswell on the 
western side of the town.  
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As Lutterworth Town Council recently supported options 6, 8 and 9 contained within 
the Harborough District Council Options consultation document, it is the preference 
that larger scale development should be accepted on the eastern side of the town as 
it was felt that it will bring with it an increased vitality of service provision and facilities 
that would otherwise not be the case if development was accepted in a piecemeal 
approach:- 
 

Plan No. Applicant Nature of Development and Location 

15/01665/OUT Mulberry Property 
Developments 
Ltd 

Erection of up to 250 dwellings with 
associated access, pedestrian links, public 
open space, car parking, landscaping and 
drainage (means of access to be 
considered only) 
Land at Coventry Road, Lutterworth 

 
Members RESOLVED to SUPPORT the following application:- 
 

Plan No: Applicant Nature of Development and Location 

15/01699/PCD IDI Gazeley UK 
Ltd 

Discharge of conditions 18 (Badger Survey) 
and 18 (Archaeology) of 12/00851/FUL 
Plot 7300, Watling Street, Lutterworth 

 
224 A NEW LOCAL PLAN FOR HARBOROUGH – OPTIONS CONSULTATION  

 
Further to the recent consultation document about future housing and employment 
growth in the Harborough District until 2031, it was RESOLVED to coordinate a joint 
meeting with Bitteswell Parish Council, Cotesbach Parish Council, Misterton with 
Walcote Parish Council, Ullesthorpe Parish Council to discuss all authorities' 
responses to the consultation.  
 
It was further RESOLVED that Councillors Gair, Hirons, Howes, Perks and Poulter 
would attend this joint meeting as the Town Council representatives, whilst also 
inviting Harborough District Councillors Rosita Page (Ullesthorpe) and John Everett 
(Misterton). 
 

225 IDI GAZELEY LIMITED 
 

Members noted the content of the response received from IDI Gazeley Limited to the 
Town Council's letter of objection that was previously sent to the Highway Authorities 
in August 2015. 
 
It was further noted that a request for a meeting had been received from Cotesbach 
Parish Council to discuss the IDI Gazeley Limited planning applications and it was 
RESOLVED to combine this request with the meeting proposed at minute 224 above. 
 

226 LEICESTER ROAD PROPOSED PELICAN CROSSING & RELOCATION OF 
 EXISTING BUS STOP 
 

It was noted that as part of the William Davis Limited Development on Leicester 
Road / Bill Crane Way, there is a planning obligation for the developer to provide a 
crossing facility on Leicester Road.  
 
Leicestershire County Council reported that a signal controlled crossing on Leicester 
Road in the vicinity of properties 67 / 69 Leicester Road would provide a safer 
crossing facility for pedestrians and should be particularly beneficial for residents on 
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the western side of Leicester Road and employees from the retail / industrial units on 
the eastern side. As a consequence of the crossing facility, the existing southbound 
bus stop opposite properties 71 / 73 Leicester Road would be relocated 
approximately five metres to the north of its current location, as per minutes from a 
bus stop site meeting held on 27 August 2015. 
 
Members discussed the petition that was presented at minute 220 by Mr Shaw and 
Ms Caffrey comprising 282 signatures in objection to the positioning of the proposed 
pelican crossing outside 67 / 69 Leicester Road.  
 
Members confessed that they were struggling to understand the reasons for 
positioning the proposed crossing in close proximity to Central Avenue if it was to 
benefit the residents of the new William Davis estate on Bill Crane Way and it was 
therefore RESOLVED to object to the proposals and to instead request a review of 
the traffic management system along the whole of Leicester Road to include its 
junction with Bill Crane Way, speed limit and the links for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

227 BITTESWELL ROAD, REMOVAL OF EXISTING LOADING RESTRICTIONS 
 
Members were reminded that earlier this year Leicestershire County Council 
consulted on changes proposed to various waiting restrictions within the District and 
one of those locations related to Bitteswell Road. Two objections to this proposal 
were received and Leicestershire County Council wishes to explain further the 
intention for removal as it is believed that the proposal was misunderstood. 
 
Members noted that the proposal is to retain the no waiting at any time restrictions 
but to remove the loading ban which currently operates between Monday to Friday 
8am to 9am and 3pm to 4pm. The reason for the proposed removal is that the 
loading ban serves no purpose. It was wrongly introduced to prevent parking during 
school times which it does not and cannot achieve. 
 

228 RECYCLING & HOUSEHOLD WASTE SITES 
 

Members noted a letter from Leicestershire County Council pertaining to the outcome 
of its consultation on service provision at its Recycling and Household Waste Sites.  
 

229 SWIFT WARD VACANCY 
 
It was reported that a by-election has been called in relation to the Swift Ward 
Councillor vacancy and that two candidates have submitted valid nominations. An 
election will therefore take place on Thursday 3 December 2015. 
 

230 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES / WORKING PARTIES / ORGANISATIONS 
 
Further to Bernard Duesbury's resignation, members were advised that consideration 
needs to be given to appointing a replacement on the following: 
 

 Administration, Finance & Development Committee 

 Staffing Committee 

 Events Working Party 

 Recreation Committee 

 Town Hall Charity Trustee 

 Town Estates Charity Trustee 

 Lutterworth Museum Trustee 

 Cemetery Working Party 

 Pavilion Working Party 
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RESOLVED that the following appointments be validated: 
 

 Staffing Committee - Councillor Gair 

 Recreation Committee - Councillor Robinson 

 Cemetery Working Party - Councillor Staples 

 Pavilion Working Party - Councillor Staples 

 Lutterworth Museum Trustee - Councillor Perks 
 
Councillors Perks and Toye had both expressed an interest in serving as Town 
Estates Charity Trustee and Councillor Perks left the meeting whilst the appointment 
was voted upon. 
 
It was RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Perks to the vacant Trustee position on the 
Town Estates Charity. 
 
Councillor Perks returned to the meeting. 
 

231 LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 
Members noted that the Town Council's application for Quality Status was submitted 
to the Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils on 29 October 2015 
and that the outcome will be reported, once known. 
 

232 EDUCATION PROVISION 
 

Members received the minutes from a meeting attended by Councillors Ackerley, 
Hirons and Robinson in relation to education provision within the town, in addition to 
a reminder of the Town Council's initial correspondence with the local schools 
outlining its concerns surrounding this subject. 
 

233 POSITIVITY BENCH 
 
Members considered a request from Michelle Weston to locate a positivity bench at 
Coventry Road recreation ground as a tribute to Kian Gill, who recently died as a 
result of a road traffic accident on Boneham's Lane between Gilmorton and 
Lutterworth in May 2015. Members received a visual of the bench, which is to be 
constructed of pebbles, thus allowing Kian's friends and family to remember him and 
leave messages. 
 
RESOLVED to approve the request for the positivity bench to be located in an 
appropriate position at Coventry Road recreation ground. 
 

234 PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE: SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES 
 
 It was reported that Leicestershire County Council is currently consulting on a draft 

strategy for Adult Social Care 'Promoting Independence: Supporting Communities' 
and is hosting a workshop for Parish Councils and community groups to share views 
and experience in order to help inform how the County Council can turn intentions 
into practical action. 

 
 No members were available to attend the workshop due to take place on Monday 16 

November 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 
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235 GROUNDWORK / TESCO 
 

RESOLVED to nominate the Lutterworth Cemetery to be considered as a suitable 
project for funding by the Tesco Community Scheme. Nominations will be whittled 
down to three good causes that customers can choose from to vote for in each area. 
 

236 HARBOROUGH DISTRICT CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE'S CHARITY (HCYC) 
 
 Members received a request from HCYC for financial support to assist with its aim of 

providing 39 weeks of youth provision per year over a two year period. 
 
RESOLVED to defer this request for consideration at the Estimates meeting. 
 

237 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Members were introduced to District Councillors Elaine Chapman and Matthew 
Hammond, who were both welcomed to the Town Council meeting. 
 

238 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED MEETINGS ON BEHALF 
OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
The minutes from the Lutterworth Community Allotment Annual General Meeting held 
on 1 October 2015 were received and noted.   
 
Councillor Todd advised that it was his intention to forward minutes from the 
Lutterworth & District Twinning Association for inclusion within the Town Council 
agenda in future, which was welcomed. 
 

239 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

The following information items were received and noted by members, also available 
by viewing online through the Members’ Area of the Town Council’s website:- 
 
(i) Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils (LRALC) – Newsletter 

No. 7 
 
Members noted that each year LRALC is invited by the Leicestershire Lieutenancy  
Office to nominate people to receive an invitation to a Royal Garden Party. This is  
separate to the invitations received from NALC and, as the request comes from the  
Leicestershire Lieutenancy Office, is applicable only to Leicestershire member  
councils. The Executive Committee has recently agreed that any councillor or  
employee of any Leicestershire member council who deserves recognition for  
specific work undertaken should be afforded the opportunity to send through a  
nomination which will then be considered by the Executive Committee at the pre- 
Christmas Executive Committee meeting each year. 
 
It was noted that traditionally the Clerk and Chair have proved eligible for nomination  
but must not have previously attended a Royal Garden Party and it was therefore  
RESOLVED to submit a nomination for Councillor Hirons and Town Clerk, Mrs  
Theresa Stokes-Watson. 

 
(ii) Neighbourhood Watch Newsletters – Editions 39 to 42  
 
(iii) Lutterworth Rotary Cog Newsletter – November 2015  
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(iv) Harborough District Council Annual Parish Liaison Meeting – to be held on 
Wednesday 27 January 2016 5.30pm to 8.30pm at Leicester Grammar 
School, Great Glen. 

     
    Councillors Hirons and Perks expressed their interest in attending and it was 

   RESOLVED to submit a request for updates concerning Section 106 and the 
   New Homes Bonus scheme to feature as topics for the agenda. 

 
240  CONFIDENTIAL 
 

RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of the following items of business and 
“because publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press be excluded from 
the remainder of the meeting” and that: 
 
“because the business to be discussed is of a confidential nature relating to members 
of the staff, the public and the press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting”. 

 
241 LUTTERWORTH CEMETERY 

 
It was reported that the Town Council's Solicitors have advised that the rights / 
covenants appear acceptable in relation to the provision of burial land and that 
Harborough District Council also appears happy to accept these conditions. 
 
It was further noted that assurance of indemnity is currently being sought from 
Bellway Homes in relation to the obligations contained within the Section 106 
developer agreement in order to protect Lutterworth Town Council and Harborough 
District Council. Currently the transfer documentation indicates that the Town Council 
would become liable for all obligations contained within the Section 106 developer 
agreement this must therefore be rectified. 
 
Thirdly, confirmation is awaited from Bellway Homes that the construction of the 
cemetery land has been completed in accordance with the specification contained 
within the Section 106 developer agreement. 
 

242 MENTORING INITIATIVE 
 

It was reported that Hayley Cawthorne, Parish Liaison & Engagement Officer at 
Harborough District Council, is investigating the possibility of a pilot project whereby 
experienced Clerks could receive remuneration for a couple of hours a week to be a 
mentor for other Council Clerks within the District. 
  
Whilst 'capacity' was considered, it was RESOLVED to authorise that Mrs Hannah 
Surtees be permitted to provide mentoring support to other Council Clerks within the 
District for a limited time of an hour per fortnight with remuneration being recovered 
by Lutterworth Town Council. This arrangement is to be reviewed if proving difficult to 
accommodate.  
 

243 LOCAL POLICE 
 

This item was deferred at the October 2015 Town Council meeting in order to provide 
members with an opportunity to address any concerns directly with the local 
Inspector, that took place at the start of this meeting. 
 
A meeting, initiated by Harborough District Council, which included the Town Council 
and the Police, was held on 11 September 2015 to discuss the issues relating to Anti 
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Social Behaviour at Coventry Road Recreation Ground.  Notes of the meeting were 
attached to the Clerk’s report at Appendix I.   
 
Further to some recent damage to timber posts at Coventry Road recreation ground, 
a letter of apology was read out from one of the young people found to be 
responsible. The young person had been advised by the local police that should they 
be found guilty of future damage, the Town Council would not be so lenient and 
would look to take further action. 
 
Members gave consideration to the issues highlighted within the report, dated 11 
September 2015 and whilst some of the actions were considered to be inappropriate, 
it was RESOLVED to further investigate the content of the report with the 
involvement of both Inspector Drummond and Sergeant Williams in an effort to 
establish the actions most justified for implementation. 
 
       The meeting closed at 8.56pm. 

 
 
 

Signed: ............................................ 
 

    Date: ................................................ 
 
 


