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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL LUTTERWORTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 17 MAY 2016 

AT LUTTERWORTH TOWN HALL, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 
 

Present  The Town Mayor, Councillor Tony Hirons,  
   The Deputy Town Mayor, Councillor Geraldine Robinson 

Councillors J Ackerley, N Ackerley, R Coleman, D Gair, B Howes,  
D Jones, M Perks, B Poulter, I Staples, M Sutton, S Todd, P Toye  
and B Zilberts 

 
 
16/67 ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR 2016-17 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Ackerley and seconded by Councillor Coleman that Councillor 
Geraldine Robinson be elected to the Office of Town Mayor for the year 2016-17. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Geraldine Robinson be elected to the office of Town Mayor for 
2016-17. 
 
Councillor Robinson was presented with the Chain of Office and made her Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor. 
 
Councillor Robinson presented the retiring Mayor with a Past Town Mayor’s badge. 
 
16/68 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
None were received. 
 
16/69 VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING TOWN MAYOR 
 
Councillor Staples proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Hirons for the manner in which he 
had ‘lead the Town Council from the front’ during 2015-16, whilst also raising considerable 
funds for his Town Mayor Appeal causes. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Hirons be thanked for his service as Town Mayor for 2015-16. 
 
16/70 RESPONSE BY THE RETIRING TOWN MAYOR 
 
Councillor Hirons described his year in Office throughout 2015-16 as interesting, with the 
attention being held chiefly by planning matters, and thanked his fellow Councillors for rising 
to the challenge magnificently throughout 2015-16 and assisting him so ably. 
 
Councillor Hirons considered the role of Town Mayor to have been a privilege and had come 
to realise throughout 2015-16 that the number of civic engagements had nearly tripled to 
those he had attended in 2011-12. The year had been varied, stimulating and most of all, 
thoroughly enjoyable. 
 
Councillor Hirons went on to thank the Town Council staff for their assistance throughout his 
Mayoral year also and touched upon the fact that the staffing situation was again about to 
alter as the Town Council entered 2016-17. Events Officer, Mrs Holly Guy, was due to 
commence maternity shortly, whilst both Mrs Hannah Surtees and Mrs Theresa Stokes-
Watson were due to step down from the role of Town Clerk, which they had shared for the 
past twelve months. 
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Councillor Hirons ended by personally thanking Mr David Ayres of Lutterworth Chiropody 
Clinic for collecting ‘loose change’ from his customers throughout the year that amounted to 
£500, as well as Mr John Woodford, who had been instrumental in organising the Mayor’s 
raffle, which raised just under £1,000. This help and hard work had ensured a total for Cllr 
Hirons Town Mayor’s Appeal to be in excess of £6,000. 
 
16/71 APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Howes and seconded by Councillor Jones that Councillor Mike 
Perks be appointed as Deputy Town Mayor for 2016-17. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Mike Perks be elected to the office of Deputy Town Mayor for 
2016-17. 
 
The Town Mayor presented Councillor Perks with the Deputy Town Mayor’s badge of Office 
and Councillor Perks made his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
16/72 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Councillor Robinson thanked fellow Councillors for electing her as Town Mayor for 2016-17 
which was considered a great honour. Councillor Robinson touched upon Lutterworth’s recent 
listing as one of the top ten places to live in the Midlands according to the Times newspaper 
but emphasised that why should this come as a surprise. With a wealth of community-minded 
people, several organisations were being run by volunteers and this alone was making life 
more enjoyable and also helping those in need. 
 
Councillor Robinson further updated that the Town Council was due to start operating as a 
burial authority within the next month where the new Cemetery was concerned and was 
actively pursuing the purchase of land for its own allotments. Having been on the Town 
Council since 1999 Councillor Robinson had seen a lot of changes in the town during that 
time.  
 
Mrs Hannah Surtees was thanked for her past eleven and a half years’ invaluable service to 
the town. 
 
Councillor Robinson finished by confirming that she wished to provide a heart monitor for Dr 
Masharani’s Practice as without this piece of equipment being available locally, patients would 
have to travel to either Walsgrave of Glenfield Hospitals. The other element of her Town 
Mayor’s Appeal, Councillor Robinson wished to run ‘openly’ in order to enable local 
organisations to apply for financial support to benefit those groups that have little or no access 
to funding. 
 
16/73 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS  
 
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the June 2016 Town Council meeting. 
 
16/74 COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2016-17 
 
RESOLVED to approve the proposed list of Council meeting dates for 2016-17. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.49 pm. 
 

Signed ………………………………….. 
 

Dated …………………………….. 


